From swords to ploughshares: Townsville men and women who served their community in war and peace by Brennan, Claire et al.
Townsville celebrated Armistice 
enthusiastically, twice. News 
that an Armistice was to be 
signed reached Townsville on 
Friday 8 November 1918 and 
was celebrated the next day by 
the closing of businesses and a 
procession. Townsville celebrated 
again when the Armistice was 
confirmed. The procession that day 
was over a mile and a half long.
Photo courtesy of State Library of Queensland 
Image Number: 29910-0007-0001
Pilot and Inventor
Sir Lawrence James Wackett
Born: Townsville, 1896
Died: 1982
Service: Captain, Australian Flying Corps, AIF, knighted 1954
Lawrence Wackett served in the Australian Flying Corp during World 
War I. After the war he qualified as an aeronautical engineer and 
became involved with aircraft design. Between 1936 and 1960, he was 
manager of the Commonwealth Aircraft Corporation, an organisation 
vital during World War II.
The Wackett Widgeon II plane was named for Wackett. This one is in the Swan River in 1928 and is being piloted 
by Wackett. Photo courtesy of State Library of Western Australia Libraries Australia ID 50374684

Saltwater Service
William Bede Dwyer
Born: Morven, 1892
Died: 1967
Service: Royal Australian Navy—HMAS Sydney, HMAS Albatross, HMAS Canberra, HMAS Brisbane, then 
Commonwealth Lighthouse Service vessel SS Cape York 
Bill Dwyer joined the Royal Australian Navy in 1914 and served until 
1946, with a brief break as a merchant seaman from1936 to 1938. He 
came to Townsville to work with the Townsville Harbour Board, worked 
to dredge the platypus channel, and remained with his family.
Wiliam Bede Dwyer in 1931. Photo courtesy of Trish Cronin

Medical Careers Serving Soldiers and the Townsville Community
Frances Macintosh and Clare Macintosh
Born: Charters Towers, 1880 and Hughenden, 1885
Died: 1962 and 1949
Served as members of the 3rd Battalion, Australian Naval and Military Expeditionary Force (AN&MEF)
Townsville-trained sisters Frances and Claire enlisted in 1914 and were sent to join the Australian occupation of New Guinea. Records of their service are sketchy 
(perhaps, being women, they were not expected to build careers). However, Clare went on to serve as matron of Toowoomba hospital from 1916 until 1931.
Staff of the Townsville Hospital, c. 1907. Frances Macintosh is pictured 
seated on the left in the front row. Clare Macintosh is standing in the 
middle row, third from left. Photo courtesy of Private Collection
Outdoor group portrait of four convalescent soldiers and their nurse at 
the Rabaul Military Hospital, World War I
Photo courtesy of Australian War Memorial J01865
Toowoomba Hospital, c.1915
Photo courtesy of State Library of Queensland negative number 98371
Medical Careers Serving Soldiers and the Townsville Community   
Group portrait of the staff of No. 1 Auxiliary Hospital, 
1st Australian General Hospital. Queenie Avenell is 
last on the right in the front row. Photo courtesy of the 
Australian War Memorial P00173.001
Sister Queenie Avenell with some of the amputees she nursed 
Photo originally published in Coffs Coast Advocate
1899 group portrait of the Townsville executive committee 
of the Queensland Federation League. Joseph Ahearne 
is second from the right in the front row. Photo courtesy of 
CityLibraries Townsville Local History Collection BRN 301950
In 1916 Joseph Ahearne published a 
collection of letters about his wartime 
experiences.
Edith Florence (Queenie) Avenell
Born: Gympie, 1890
Died: Brisbane, 1936
Enlisting in 1915 Queenie served in Egypt and France. She recorded the terrible 
wounds produced by the war in letters to her family. After the war Queenie nursed 
at the Army Hospital at Kangaroo Point, Brisbane and in 1919 married the doctor 
who had saved her life when she suffered from ptomaine poisoning.
Dr Joseph Ahearne
Born: Ireland, 1852
Died: Townsville, 1926
Served under the British Government in Serbia, and with the Australian Army Medical Corps
Townsville’s Joseph Ahearne was 62 years old when he closed his 
private practice to volunteer for the war. The British Government 
sent him to Serbia where he performed an important role as 
Inspector of Hospitals. After returning to Townsville he continued to 
practice medicine until his death in 1926.
Bay Rock Lighthouse, Cleveland Bay, c.1917. Photo courtesy of 
State Library of Queensland image number 30865-0001-0032
Lighthouse Keeper
John Albert Edward Lawson
Born: Scotland, 1881
Died: Townsville, 1920
Service: Royal Australian Navy - HMAS Penguin; World War I - recieved a gunshot wound to the lung 
and contracted malarial fever
John Lawson returned from war to become a lighthouse 
keeper. In March 1920 tragedy struck when Lawson went to 
Townsville for a medical appointment in connection with his war 
pension. He accepted a lift back to the lighthouse on a yacht 
that capsized: only three of the six people aboard survived.

Portrait of Harold Stuart Thorley from 1917
Photo courtesy of Australian War Memorial 
Accesion Number H16889 
Cricketer, Choral Singer, 
Clerk
Harold Stuart Thorley
Born: Townsville, c.1890
Died: 29 January 1967
Served in 26th Infantry Battalion and 2nd Divisions Signals Company Attained rank of Sergeant
Returning from the war in August 1919, Harold Thorley resumed his 
occupation as a clerk. In addition he helped administer local sporting 
and cultural associations, including the local branch of the London 
College of Music and the Townsville Eisteddfod Committee. In 1941 
his participation in the Townville Choral Society led to his marriage to 
Sister Gwendolen Hayman Bolt, the matron of Townsville Grammar 
School. They honeymooned at Mount Spec. 

A Man Who Loved Words
Hurtle Austin (Banjo) Patterson
Born: Townsville, 1886
Died: 1942
Service: Private Patterson served in the Queensland Mounted Infantry 1901 and 9th Battalion, AIF 1914
The son of a Scottish father and an Aboriginal mother, Hurtle Austin 
Patterson served in both the Boer War and World War I.  He was 
wounded landing at Gallipoli and lost the sight of one eye, but he 
still actively recruited for the war.  Later he stood for the Queensland 
state seat of Enoggera (in Brisbane), then worked as a journalist and 
photographer.
Group photo of the Queensland Recruitment Train Team c.1915. Wearing glasses, Private Hurtle Patterson is featured in the 
back row (4th from right). Photo courtesy of Dennis Ian Patterson and the Virtual War Memorial Australia
Street names mark Townsville’s appreciation of those who served during World War I. Many names commemorate soldiers who died during 
the conflict; the names here are those of soldiers who served during the war and had a strong Townsville connection.
Townsville’s iconic Queens Gardens owe much of their development to Percival Pacific (Pat) Andrews. During 
World War I Andrews served at Gallipoli, and in France and Belgium. After the war Andrews worked for 30 years in 
Townsville’s parks and gardens.
Queens Gardens
Reshaping Townsville’s 
Landscape after World War I
(left) Pacific (Pat) Andrews, leading Anzac Day march into Anzac Park, The Strand, c. 1940s. Photo courtesy of David Ball and CityLibraries 
Townsville Local History Collection BRN 381341.
(centre) Percival Pacific (Pat) Andrews (centre) with members of his family, outside the curator’s cottage in the Tonwsville Botanical Gardens, 
North Ward. Photo courtesy of Natalie Embregts.
(right) Pat Andrews’ daughters in the rose garden in Queen’s Gardens, 1937. Photo courtesy of CityLibraries Townsville Local History 
Collection BRN 349827.
View of Castle Hill from the Botanical Gardens, North Ward, no date. (The rose garden can be seen on the left in this postcard). Photo 
courtesy of Townsville CityLibraries Local History Collection BRN 118999.
1927 postcard image of the Townville Cenotaph. Photo courtesy of Queensland State Library Negative Number: 204647
Cenotaph
The Townsville Cenotaph on the Strand was opened by the Queensland Governer, Sir Matthew Nathan, on 25 April 
1924. Constructed by the Townsville-based monumental masonry firm Melrose and Fenwick, the monument was 
funded by public subscription, and remains a testament to the grief and loss that results from war.
Arthur Dexter Murgatroyd
Born: Charters Towers, 1896
Service: Private Murgatroyd served in the 9th Battalion, AIF
It took two attempts for Arthur Murgatroyd to enlist for World 
War I: initially he was turned away because of his size. By 
May 1918 Murgatroyd’s small stature (he was 5ft 3in tall) was 
less important than his willingness to serve. After his return 
from war, Murgatroyd held many official positions within the 
labour movement and served on the Townsville City Council 
during the 1940s.
Arthur and Dorothy Murgatroyd and family, 1948. Photo courtesy of the Murgatroyd family
Mayor and Supporter of the Arts
Percy (Perc) Tucker 
Born: Rockhampton, 1919
Died: 20 August 1980
Served with the 42nd Infantry Battalion (AIF) 
A World War II veteran, Percy (Perc) Tucker served in intelligence operations 
in Papua New Guinea. He represented Townsville in State Parliament 
between 1960 and 1974. Losing his seat, he turned to local politics and 
served Townsville as mayor from 1976 to 1980. As mayor he delivered roads, 
sewerage works, and the Townsville Civic Theatre.  The Perc Tucker Regional 
Art Gallery was established in 1981, reflecting his contribution to the city and 
people of Townsville. 
Percy (Perc) Tucker, Mayor of Townsville from 1976 to 1980. Ex-serviceman, State Opposition Leader (1974) and a force in local 
government. Photo courtesy of CityLibraries Townsville Local History Collection BRN 304169
Distinguished Pilot, Popular 
Mayor
Angus Smith, OBE
Born: Pialba, Qld, 1911
Died: 12 October 1997
Acting Squadron Leader, Royal Australian Air Force
Angus Smith’s military service was during World War II: he saw 
action as a member of RAAF’s 454 Squadron, flying light bombers 
over Italy. Returning from war he served as an alderman on the 
Townsville City Council for eighteen years, fifteen of them as mayor 
(1952–1967). Overseeing the development of parks and gardens 
and the completion of the Tobruk Memorial Baths, he was also 
involved in City Council decisions to gift land to education and 
research institutions, including what is now JCU’s Douglas campus.  
Pictured after an official ceremony in 1964 to mark the start of construction of the University College of Townsville (now 
JCU), Townsville Mayor Angus Smith (3rd from left) looks confidently towards the future. Photo courtesy of CityLibraries 
Townsville Local History Collection BRN 321533.

